
Notes on the Kada Hilk, cud People. By Licut. H. YULE, Bengol - 
Bngkws. 

A traveller approaching the Kaaia Hills from the south, mast in  
spite of the tameners of their general profile, be strack by the eingulnr 
feature of a high d t o n e  precipice, which runs like an arti6dal  carp 
for miles along their h e ,  with its upper om& straight, sharp md almost 
perfectly horimntal. Even when the precipice is interrupted for a space 
by a jungly acclivity, this sharp crest continma equally defined by the 
audden aesation of the bmt at its M. 

Aa we eater the first low range of limeatone hills, if imtead of follow- 
ing the beaten road to Cbm Pmjee,  which mounts by bold staircases 
and zigwgs to the table land, we tarn mide to Wch the Wa-lingtia, one 
of the clear hill streaBPs whit& a, m n  are to degenerate into dull 
Eeugallee n u b ,  we shall be better able to judge of Kmia Mxnery 
than t h w ,  who keeping the highway IW so apt to speak disparagingly 
of the k n t y  of t h e  hills. For two or thRC miles the path lies in a 
narrow gorge. Rocks or woody steep6 rim so directly from the water 
an to leave but a narrow footing. Yon see by the constantly recurring 
rapids, how quickly you are ascending. Sometimes, however. you 6nd 
a broad reach of deep, still water, swarming mi the black back8 of 
large fish. In an angle of the rock is perhaps a Kaaia 6ah-trap. An en- 
closure of bamboos and matting has its narrow entrance fitted with a 
trap-door, the fisher scatters hia bait withii, and nits concealed in a 
little hut, watching till the fish swarm below. He then slips his cord, 
the door rum down, and he p r o d  to land his victims at l e h .  
Iwuing from the defile the river branches on the left, fmm which flown 
the smaller stream, (the Wa-lingdeki,) opens the +cent valley 
of Mauamai. I t  in of a horse-shoe fom ; two-thirds up its steep aides 
rtill runs the clear pre'cipice of some eight hundred feet in height, with 
its eom cnrt, eeeming to bar all  aocess to the upper regions. Over 
it, side by side, with an unbmken fall leap five. or 6ir cascades. Through 
the great height, the white waters seem to desoend with a slow, waver- 
ing motion. The path thrcmgh the valley b shaded by grow of the  
orange and citron, the jack and the betel-palm, mixed with stately 
forest trees, many of them entwined with pawn, and here or there a 
huge India rubber tree or banyan. In their shade the pine-apple grow8 
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in profunion ; dl seem like the unoultivated gifts of the Creator ; but 
here and there water-pipes of hollowed betel trunb, carrying a atream 
for several hundred yuda along the h i  side, shew that they are not 
altogether untended. After many ups and downs, we arrive again at the 
river whiah dividee the valley. The bridge by which we crore is worthy 
of description, en I believe no account of any thing similar has yet been 
publiahed. 

On the top of a huge boulder by the river side, grows a large India 
rubber tree, clasping the atone in ita mdtitude of roots. Two or three 
of the long fibres, whist still easily pliable, have been stretched acrom 
the stream, and 'their free ends fastened on the other bank. There 
they have struck firmly into the earth, and now form a living bridge 
of great, ond yearly increaring strength. Two great roob run directly 
m e  over the other, and the seeondq shoots horn the upper have been 
bound round, and grown into the lower, so that the former affords at  
once a hand-rail and suspending chain, the latter a footway. Other 
roob have been laaed and twkted into a sort of ladder as an ascent from 
the bank to the bridge. The greatest thickness of the upper root ia a 
foot, from which it tapers to air or eight inches. The length of the 
bridge is above eighty feet, and i b  height about twenty above'the water 
in the dry -on. 

This bridge wan constructed by the people of the village of Ringhot. 
and forma their communication with Cherra during the rains ; the 
v t  generation say, it wan made by their grandfathers. This was 

tbe drat and most remarkable bridge of the kind that I saw in the 
gasia Hih, and I supposed it to be unique, perhaps half accidental. 
But, I afterwards fonnd it to be an imtance of a regular practice, and 
raw such bridges in every stage, from that of two slender fibre8 hung 
auuaa the stream, to mch an I have tried to describe above, and there 
u e  not lean than half a dozen within aa many miles of Cherra. One* 
I m d  ninety feet in akar span. They were generally composed 
of the roota of two oppdte  treea, (apparently planted for the pur- 
pare). bound together in the middle. 

On the Wa-lingtia, or hp branch of the river, whom course we have 
traced, are revezal other mrnnrkable bridges. One on the suspeneion 

Shewn in Plats I. 
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principle, acroaa a pncipitous gorge on the road between Cherra and bd 
Tringhai, is composed of long rattana stretched between two trees, a(r.''r' 

a height of forty feet above the river in the dry w o n .  Yet thi.~; 
bridge, when I visited it, was impansable from damage done by the l ad  ' -fi 
year'a floods. The footway was a bundle of small canes l d e d  t o - 9  
gether, and connected with two larger rattans forming hand-rails, hue- . % 
b e  ao low and IMJ far apart, that it mnst be -cult to grasp b o w  
together. I could not estimate the length of thin bridge much nad 
two hundred feet between the points of suspension. The Hill 
are afraid to trust themselves on it, but the Wh, or men of 
rallies, cross it drunk or sober, light or laden, with indifference 
security. Still further up the river, and near the little village 
priang, immediately under Cherra, in another specimen of K 
neering and ingenuity,-a bridge of about eighty feet span, com 
entirely of a h n g  bamboos bent into a semiciroular arch, affording a 
footing, and firm raib for the hand. 

But to return to our tour of the valley of Mausmai. Quittin 
river we commence ascending, by a steep and rugged path, one o 
narrow spare that descend from the foot of the precipice which 
the valley, at a point where it is much diminished in elevation. 
leaving behind us the region of pine-apples and betel nuts, two ho 
hard climbing brings ua to the foot of the cliff, here broken in fo 
steps of twenty to t h i i  feet each in height, which we ascend by 
many bamboo laddens. These are somewhat ricketty, and at  
exhibit a woful hiatua among the rungs. From the summit 
ladders a half hour brings us to the table land within two 
Cherra Poonjee. This table land, covered with naked un 
and at intervals of a few miles interrupted by deep and s 
the general characteristic of the country M far north as the Bara 
a distance of fifty miles. Beyond thb, the region toward8 haam r 
into a tract of low hille covered with dense jungle, and aboun 
elephants and malaria. On the east the Jaintia country presen 
tracts of pasturage, dotted with clump of fir, and in parts a par 
foreat scenery of stately oaks and brs form a noble foreground 
distant view of the anowy mountaina eeen rising behind the 
Bootan hills, far beyond the valley of A m .  To the westward of C 
the Kasia country may be considered to extend between forty and 
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miles, being separated, according to common report, from the Qarrows . by a dense and unpeopled jungle. 
A traveller from the muth brst meets the fir tree in the ravine of the 

Boga Pani, eighteen miles north of Cherra, but thefe weak and stunted. 
The greater part of the country north of this is sprinkled with brs in 
natural clumps, and nometimes (in the vicinity of iron works) in arts- 
cid plantatiom. 1x1 the descent to the Bara Pani the tree athim ib 

utmost height, but in the woodlands of Jaintia, it is found in greatest 
girth and beauty; not as a tall mast, but gnarled like the oak, and 
spreading like the cedar, 9s we have seen wme of the Patriarch of the 
Highland forests. On the route from Cherra to Aseom the oak ia poor 
and scrubby, m c e l y  recognizable rave by its fruit ; but to the east- 
wad ,  though a near inspection shews a difference in the leaf, it has in 
character, colour and outline, perfeotly the aspect of the Engliah 
oak. 

In the deep vallies of the wuth the vegetation is most abundant and 
e o n s .  Among the most conspicuous species are, the great India 
rubber tree scattered hue and there in the stony bottoms ; the rattan 
winding from tmnk to trunk and shooting hia pointed head above all 
hia neighbours; higher up the stately sago palm with its branching 
arms ; and in aome shady damp nook, shut out from nun and wind, the 
tree fern with its graceful coronet. Of bamboos there are whole forests. 
and a Mcult matter it ia to force e path through their thick basket- 
work Of thia most aeeN plant the K a s i  discriminate seven species 
by name. The cowslip, polyanthus, honeysuckle and ivy, with many 
0 t h  plants near akin to old familiar friends, abound in different parts 
of the higher hi, and the common English rag-weed (or ben-weed of 
Scotland,) not the least fertile in home associations, h plentiful at 
Cherra. 

The most remarkable phenomenon of any kind in the country ia un- 
doubtedly the qaantity of rain which falls at Chena. On a certain 
occaskm thirty inches of rain ia said to have fallen at b o a  in 24 h o w ,  
and the statement has been doubted ; but no one who has measured the 
unonnt of rain in the Kaaia Hills, can doubt the possibility at least of 
such a quantity. It ie with some hesitation that I write it, but the 
unexceptionable mode of measurement, and the many times that I have 
seen my friend (still resident at Cherra,) who registered the fall, take 



thew remarkable g a u p .  leave me no mom to doubt, In the month of 
Augast 1841, during five succeeaive days, thirty inchea of rain in the 
94 h o w  fell at  C h m ;  and the total fall in the month of August 
was a64 inches; or, that thew may be no mistake, twenty-lvo feet of - 

rain. The gangs wan simply a large glans jar, having a fume1 fitted 
with pmjeoting eaves ; and the water wan meuured morning and even- 
ing with a oylinder three inches in depth, of equal diameter with the 

' 

fnnnel. 
During the heavy raina above-mentioned, the proportion of the fall by 

night to that by day, ans generally about 18 to 12. 
The formati00 of the limestone rocke near Chem gives 'rise to a , 

carious pheaomenon in the disappauanoe of streams in their hollona 
Sometimee a river vanishen in a cleft h e a t h  a high cliff, sometimes 
falh headlong into a deep circular hollow and b lost to view, reminding 
one of the gardens of Cambalu, 

Where Alp the u c n d  river ran 
By u v e n u  mearumlom to mm 
llown to a r u n l a  am'' 

There are at least four such imtarms in the immediate neighbour- fi 4 
b o d  of Cherra. -4i C~ves  are common, PB might be expected. In that a little to the . 
eaat of Pundua, at  a trifling height above the plains, in company with 
two f r i d  from Chenu, I penetrated 1300 pacer. without 
difficulty, and others have I believe gone much further. 
compelled to retreat only by a deficiency of oil. Here, says the 
tion, a gna t  anny entered, bound tor the invasion of China, and wen 
heard of no more. 

Standing on one of the bighest points in the elation at  Cherra, about 
sunset, I have seen my shadow cast on a dietant bank of whits fog. thd: 
U e d  the valley to the eastward, an appearmce resembling that of tbo 
celebrated giants of tbe Hartz, and the Stookhorn. The 6gure wm 
surrounded by a circular iria. The heavy fogs that fill the luge v d q  
to the east of Cherra, render this a common phenomenon at  suneet. 
has since been pointed out to me thnt any one may witam 
on a small scale, in going through the g M n  at  su& on a 









-rning.* Each will aee a faint halo surrounding the shadow of hh 
own head. 

Another curious appearance at evening, I finst observed at Cherra, 
though I hare often since a e h  it, during the pment rainy -on, in 
the Upper Provinces ; namely, the distinct imitation of a ranset in the 
a t ,  so far am rhewn in long white lays diozrging apparently from a 
paint exactly opposite to the setting sun's position. 

Dnring the rains of 1842, when the whole Sylhet country below ua 
had the appearance of a seq several of the dwellem at Chem were much 
struck by the rppeanrnce of innumerable lights on the s t u f ~ ~ e  of the 
distant plaina ; far too many to be accounted for by any theory of vil- 
lages, and b h h g  boats. The nrtivw said at once that it t ~ a s  " Shai- 
tam," nor were any of the ~~prntrous suggeatio~ on the aubject, mon 
planrible. 

The thunder.storms, in the months of March and April, laat for 
many horn, and are tremendous indeed, but I do not know that they 
are more so in the hilh than below. Several of the houaea in the little 
atations have been &ruck by lightning, and daring a reeidence of 18 
months there waa one fatal accident. In a still afternoon, whist black 
clonda were sailing up, and for r e r e d  minutes before the storm reach- 
ed w. I have heard, aa the prophet did on Cumel, the sound of abun- 
dance of rain." a peculiar rastling noise from the rain quarter: I t  
might W b l y  have been the fall of the heavy drops on the lea- of 
the jangle, but 1 once again in a still dandy 3ay h d  the name rustling 
mud, wrnewhat like the flight of maay birds, directly over my tent, and 
the Kaaiea said immediately that rain waa coming, but no rain fell. 

A most p e d a  and ntriking aspect ia thrown over almost every scene 
in the upper parts of the country, by the various remarkable monu- 
mental stonest which are scattered on eoerg wayside. These are of 
several kin&, but almost all  of them d l  strongly those mysterious, 
wlitory or clnstered monuments of unknown origin, so long the puzzle 
and delight of antiquaries, which abound in our native country, and are 
reen here and there in all parta of Europe and Western Asia. The 

M o d  ohrvable in riding mxou a Beld of p n  wheat loon after runrire.-Eer. 
t See Plate 11. The illustration u an imaginary group of detail1 fmm varionr 

rk&ehsr. It she= 8 greaten variety; but by no meaw H, great a number of monumenlr 
u -7 r#l censr exhibit. 
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most common k i d  in the Kania county ia composed of erect, oblong 
pillare, sometimes almost quite unhewn, in other instances carefully 
squared and planted a few feet apart. The number composing one 
monument is never under three, and rnns as high as thirteen ; generally 
it ia odd, but not always so. The highest pillar ia in the middle (some- 
times crowned with a circular disk), and to right and left they gradnal- 
ly diminish. h front of these is what English antiquaries call a 
ctorlech, a large fiat stone resting on short rough pillara. These form 
the ordinary roadside resting place of the weary traveller. The blockm 
are sometimes of great size. The tallest of a thick cluster of pillars in 
the market place of Morteng in the Jaintia country, rising through the 
branches of a huge old tree, meaawed 27 feet in height above the 
ground. A flat table stone, or cromlech near the village of Sailankot. 
elevated five feet from the epth, measured thirty-two feet by fifteen, and 
two feet in thickness. 

In other instances the monument is a square sarcophagus, composed 
of four large slabs, resting on their edges and well fitted together, and 
roofed in by a Hth placed horizontally. In Bell's Circasaia, may be 
seen a drawing of an ancient monument existing in that country. 
which ia an exact representation of a thowand snch in the Kasia His ; 
and nearly as exact a description of them, though referring to relics 
on the -tern bank of Jordan, may be r e d  in Irby and Mangles's 
Syrian Travels. The ~arcophsgua is often found in the form of a large 
slab accurately circular, resting on the  head^ of many little rough 
pillars, clasely planted together, through w h w  chinke you may descry 
certain earthen pota containiig the ashes of the family. Belonging 
to the village of Ringhot. in the valley of Mawmai, deep in the foreat. 
b a p a t  collection of such circular cineraries, so close that one may 
step from dab to elab for many yards. Rarely, you may see a simple 
cairn. or a pyramid some twenty feet in height, and aometimea one 
formed in diminishing stories like the common notion of the Tower of 
Babel, or like the Pyramid of Saccara in Egypt. But the laat is pro- 
bably rather a burning place, than a monument, or at least a combina- 
tion of the two. 

The upright pillars are merely cenotaphs, and if the Kasias are asked 
why their fathen went to snch expense in erecting them, the unived 
answer is, " To preserve their name." Set to few indeed among the 
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thonsanda can they attach any name. Many of the villages however 
cem to derive their appdatiom from such erections, aa may be seen 
from the number commencing with MU, which signifies a donu; e. g. 
mauamai, the stone of the oath, mau-inlu. the stone of salt, mau-flong, 
the grarsy atone, maumld, the upturned stone, and a -re more; 
&mai, the oath fitone, suggests that these pillars were also erected 
in memory of notable compacts. On asking Umang, a faithful and 
intelI.igent m t ,  the origin of the name, his m w e r  waa a striking 
illutration of many paanages in the Old Testament. " There was war," 
mid he, " between Cherra and mausmai, and when they made peace 
and more to it, they erected a stone ae a witness ;" (Shkhi ke wbte, 
nss  hi^ expression). C)eneeie XXXI. 46, " and Jacob took a stone and 
sat it up for a pillar." hdq XXXI. 47, " and Labm called it Jegar. 
eahadutha : but Jacob called it Weed  p t h  signifging the Lop of wit- 
am]. Qenesie XXXI. 51, " and Laban said to Jacob, Behold thii 
heap, and behold this pillar which I have cast betwixt me and thee. 
Thb heap is a witneea, and this pillar ie a witness, that I will not 
on. this hap to tho, u d  that thou ~t not p u s  over this heap and 
thir pillat to me to do me harm, kc." 

&a a h  Joshua XXIV. 26. The name of maumlh, the rdi.rtor#, 

b probably of kindred meaning, aa the act of eating salt from a sword , 

point is add to be the Kauia form of adjuration. 
These lsirge stone* are also hquently formed into bridgea for the 1 puk of bmokfi, and moat picturesque they often are; there in at 

N- a Lwidge of this kind, consisting of one stone thirty feet in 

Imgth. 
It is mtated by Pembabn, that Kai is the real name of the people, 

and 1(Pda the title bestowed on them by the Bengallees. But the trath 
ia the reversa of this. Kaei' i the only name which they acknowledge 
rs that of their country and race. The aame language, with no sub. 
stantial difference, appeam to prevail in all their villages, though there 
are coneiderable differenoea of accent, &c. especially between the hill 

and dlepen. It  abounds in nasal m d ,  and is spoken with a pe- 
c n k  jaking tone. which has a singular d e c t  to a stranger. In the 
Coptic l.ngunge, it is said (Bdin. Cabinet Library. Egypt, page 877) 
O 8  genden and c a m  are expressed by prehed qllablea, and not by 
terminations like the languap of Greece and Rome." This is exactly 

4 P 
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true ; of the Kasi tongue, gendera, casea, numbtm. tensee and all gram- 
matical changes, are made by pre6xbg certain syllables. The mas- 
culine p r e k  is u, the feminine h, and the plural k. Thus u-myor. 
a tom-cat, has his feminine h-nyw, a tabby, md the plural #-map, 
cats of both genders. Tbh prefix cannot I think be considered an &- 
tide, as it t attached to adjectirn and pronoun~ as well ar nouns, e. g. 
" u-tf u- lkarhg  ;" u-bakhrao 6, that Hornbill (is) a large bird, where 
the demonstrative, the adjective, and both nouns have the pr& It h 
rather the representative of the temindiorr of Latin, Oetman, kc. most 
of which wear and tear have rubbed from our English tongue. 

I t  h a curious fact, that the people in the broken Hindustani in 
which they converse with us, rniverodly use the fu6 instead of the 
peet tense. Thus to take a very common carre, where the ambiioua 
word " Kal" adds to the puzzle ; Kal ham jaiga," from a Ibsia aigni- 
fiea, not I wi l l  go to-morrow,' but, ' I went yesterday.' 1 never could 
break my servants of this blunder. 

A great proportion of the proper namea of men are quaint mono- 
syllables, as Tess. Bep, Mang, 801, Mir, Bi, reminding one heshtibly 
of Sir Walter's Saxon Hig, the ron of SneL But these ore generally 
eupkonized by the prefix into U W ,  Ubeh, Usor, &c. They abo addnas 
each other by the names of their children, as Pabobon, father of 
Bobon! Pahaimon, father of Haimon! The salutation at meeting h 
eingular, " Kubl6 ! oh hi." I t  has been ~mpposed that thb is a pro- 
fane deification of the person ad-. But this scarcely seema agree- 
able to the blunt ohaRcter of the people, and I never could ascertain 
what they meant by it. I t  h probably an elliptical expmrion, the li- 
teral signification of which is forgotten, c ~ p o n d i n g  to adieu, or like 
good b e ,  the derivation of which (Ood be with you) no one thinks of 
in using it. Tbey have regular numerale on a decimal male up to hun- 
dred~, but their word for a thowand (chi-ha*) seems clearly borrowed 
from ' h&! 

In the people perhapa the first thing that strikes a stranger, is their 
extreme addiction to chewing pawn, and their utter disregard of the 
traces which its w e  learn on their teeth and lip. Indeed they pride 
themeelm on this. saying that " Dop and Bengaleea have white 
teeth." Every man wears round his neck a thick woollen cord which 
suspend8 a fine net of pineapple fibre, a clasp knife, and a pan-box 
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with sometimes a comb; a little globular silver-box containing lime to 

1 mrar the pawn, lien in the net which a r  an a pocket, and contains 
u'nrre a medley as any nchool-boy's. A traveller arriving at Cherra has 
asked what were those numerous etains of blood on the road ; the inno- 
cent traces of I(asia expectoration. Distances are often estimated by 
the number of pawns that will  be consumed on the road. But an 
axmwer to the qumtion, " How far ?" once given me by a Kaaia wfth a 
load on hia back, left far behind this and all other vague eatimates, ex- 
cept perhap a Bengallee " Biink @." He said it ass " arrir, leih," or 
titi goiag8; perhaps as far ae. he could carry hie burden with one rest. 

The characteristic dress of the people ie a short deevelew shirt of 
thick cotton cloth, either of the natural mlow (unbleached), or atriped 

1 gaily with blue and red, and always excessively dirty. It has a deep 
fringe below, and in ornamented on the breast and back with lines of a 
mrt of diamond pattern embroidery, from the edges of which hang cer- 
tain mystic threads, to the length of which they attach rome superati- 
tim importance in parchasing the garment. The shirt closely rerem. 
blea one Sgured in Wilkinson's ancient Egyptians, vol. 111. p. 345. 
Over thin a few wear a short coatee of cotton or broad cloth, and many 
wrap a large mantle h p e d  or chequed with broad reddish lines. 
The latter M their most pictureque costume. Some have a strong 
penchant for articIea of European dress, and their potato merchants gel 
nerally bring a small invoice of these from Calcutta on their return 
voyage. I was once entertained by the prime minister-of a Raja to the 
wamrd ,  whoee sole habiliment, nave a cloth round hie loine, was a 
new olive grem frock coat (with a velvet collar, if I miat* not). As 
he threw back the 0ap. t h a t  hia thumbe in the armholes, and strut- 

ted about, it wan not easy to preserve politmew to my host. A very 
huge tarban coven the head of the better clam ; othtrs wear a gnasp 
u p  with hpa over the earn, or go bareheaded. The fore part of the 
kead b ahaven, and the back hair gathered in a clump on the crown. 
Chisfr, or the heads of villages generally have a neck-lace of large gilt 
beads. like our native otficem. The women are generally wrapt in a 
ahapelew mantle of etriped cotton cloth, with its upper cornern tied 
in a knot lunws the b r a t .  

The slar are aeldom tall, generally well made, and shew great 
atreqth of limb ; of leg in particular. Such doric columns an support 
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a good fourth-part of the Kaeia peasantry, are ruely reen in England. 
By help of these good prop meny of the coal portem will carry two 
maundo from the mine to Seria ghit, a distance of 11 miles. In thir 
muscular developement, they exhibit a remarkable contraat to some 
other hill tribes of India. Their features can rarely be called hand- 
lome, yet there is often a strong attraction in the frank and manly 
good humour of their broad Tartar facea, &t now. thick lip and ongo- 
lar eyes. The children are sometimes very good looking, but beauty in 
women seldom rises beyond a buxom comelinesq and the open mouth 
di i lom a den of horrors. The femaln have a full or prepondamnt 
share, in out-of-door labour of all sorts. It  ie a lively scene erery morn- 
ing, when numbem of men, women and children hie to the jungle to cut 
wood, or forage for a part of the household, almoat as important here 
as in Ireland.-the pigs. Nothing is hem of the phlegm or dull loguncity 
of the natives of the plains. All are full of life and spirita, whistling, dng- 
ing, screaming, chaeiag one another, and in short, rkyluking in all map. 
They dinlike early horn, and it is rnctll t  to get them abroad betimea 
even on extraordinary occanione. They have great powers of indastry, 
but are somewhat capricious in exerting it. Frank and independent in 
manner, and in spirit too, they have much more d e a t l y  a conscience 
to dietingniah between right and wrong, than any of their neighboum 
below. Whether they always act up to it ie another qneetion, but them 
were those among my IS& servmtn, of whom right feeline(, t r u u -  
new, attachment, and strict nprightneas according to their light, I 
ehall evm have a p l d g  remembrance. They are fond of maney, and 
of trading, and are neither wanting in courage, nor given to q m u h k g .  
They am apt echolare, and of late have sbewn a c o ~ ~ i d m b l e  deaire 
for inshuction. The heado of a large rillsge near Cbcrra invited my 
good friend, Mr. Jones, Missionary at the station, to reside with than, 
offering to build him a house, if he wonkt do ao. During a tow 

of part of the hills, in which I had the pleamn of aocompanying hirn 
in 1842, the people liitened to his diecourse with decorum, and 
rently with attention and interest. 

The common food of the people in the vicinity of the plains ir rice : 
in the interior rice, millet, maize. with kuchn, and some othm mta 
and grains peculiar to themaelvea. Dried h h  is a tlniversal article 
of diet, and in brought from below in vast quantities. Those in the 
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neighbourhood of the British mttlement are by no meam grm feeders. 
But I once saw labourers who were at work in the garden. carry off a 
deed leopard to fesst on, with great glee ; and in wme of the northern 
vihgaa, a rpecier of caterpillar is eaten, and sold in the markets. 
Thq all enjoy &ah d o n a l l y ,  especially pork ; there is always hot toart 
pork for male in some corner of the bazar on market day. Some individualn 
and fadica have a superstitious objection to different kinds of food, 
and will not allow such to be brought into their houner. This has a re- 
nmrkable parallel among a race of Negroes of 8outh Eastern Africa, ar 
the followbg passage (quoted in the Edinbqh  Review for January 
1837) from Captain Own's Narrative, will ehew. " It is prohibited in 
many famiha to eat certain animals' flesh, each as in some beef, in 

I 0 t h  elephants, others hippopotamus. I t  is said that if any family 
tranrgreu this rule, and eat of the forbidden flmh their teeth will drop 
out," &c. From millet, they make large quantities of spirits, of which I am 
sorry to my them is a great consumption at all the bsmus ; and on the 

I 
ePsnfng of C h m  market-day, one may we many riotoas parties stag- 
gering to the verge of the valley, where in that state they dewend 
the ladders before described, without fear or accident; for the peo- 

( ple of the nlbh are mom addicted to dmnkenneaa than thoae of the 
tabb land. Thir millet fonnr the prinoipal grain cultivation in the 
rJliss war Chem Poonjee. In the end of the cold weather large tractr 
of the jungle are burnt, and the seed mattered on the rtony doper. 
Tke g~armd giver one or two crops, and then a new tract is prepared 

I in Eke manner. Under this praceer the wooda in the neighbourhood of 
Charm are becaming rapidly thinned. 

The K h  are utterly unacquainted with any art of weaving, nearly 
all the amal articles of their drew, peculiar as they are, are made for 
tbmr by 0 t h  tribes bordering on the Asaam valley. They mamfac- 

I 
tors a mall qunntity of cooutchonc, which they use principally for 
mewing banketa in which to keep honey, &c. By the way, the caont- 
chouo tree 4l lswe~~ better than the Banyan to the well known description 
in Mil- (or rather in his authority. Pliny) of the Indian bg. The for- 
mer can much more reasonably lay claim, to lea~es " broad ae Amazo- 
o h  targo'' than any which 

I " To Indian known 
In Malabar or Deccm ~preuim her arm." 
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The honey ie abundant and of unequalled ilavour. A hollowed block 
of wood forms the hive. 

As is the case with some European nations, the house8 of the people 
are by no meam m d i p  as their persons. Generally they are dry, snb- 
stantial thatched cottages, built of a double wall of broad planks placed 
vertically in the ground, and with a good boarded floor raised tbree feet 
or more from the earth. As they have rarely anything like a window. 
one sees nothing at  first e n k ~ g ,  and rarely escapes a bruised head 
from a collbion with one of the msesive low beame. The bre is always 
burning on an earthen hearth in the centre. There is no chimney, but 
one soon gets accustomed to wood smoke. On a swinging fnune over 
the fire is piled the firewood to dry ; the veranda, or space between the 
two walls, is partly stored with lumber, and partly Bgorde shelter to the 
fowls, calvea and pigs, which last are carefully tended, and attain enor- 
mous obesity. The people are unacquainted with the saw, and the large 
planks (in some of the chief hoases more than two feet in breadth) of 
which their dwellings are built, are tediously and vmtefally cat from 
the tree with an adge. 

They use milk in no shape, and it is an article which a traveller mak- 
ing long marches in the country, mast learn to do without. Not are 
their cattle, whether goats or oxen, though numeroue., applied to any 
useful purpose in their life time, being kept only for slaughter, and eape- 
cially for sacrifice. Man in the only bearer of burdens. Their hasbandrp 
ia confined to the hoe, and their grain is thrashed with the flail. AU- 
loads the people carry on the back, supported by a belt ecross the 
forehead, and in the rains they and their burdens are protected by um- 
b d h ,  in the ahape of a large hooded shell of matting, which coven the 
head and the whole of the back. Dogs they are fond of, and alwaya crop 
the earn and tail. Wild dogs hunting in packs, are commonly reported 
to &t in some of the valliea ; and from the descriptions given me of 
wild oxen called " U-bl6 mmsi," or the cattle of God, existing in the 
neighboarhood of the Bara Pani, I have little doubt that the Gonr w i l l  
be found in thome jungles. The wont :feature in the manners of the 
people, and one likely to be a merim obstacle to the miaaionary, is the 
laxity of their marriapa ; indeed divorce is m frequent that their unions 
can hardly be honoured with the name of marriage. The husband d m  
not take his bride to hh own home, but enter8 hef homehold, or vicita 
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it occasionally ; he w e m  merely entertained to continue the family to 
which his wife belongs. Separation is signified by the exohange of five 
cowries, and the children abide with the mother. There are, however. 
instancea of more honourable and lasting uniona. In consequence 
of thia loose system, we find that generally there is little or no attach- 
ment between a grown-up son and his father, as probably the latter har 
long left his first family, and perhaps 0th- in the interval ; whilst the af- 
fection between mother and son is very strong, and all the child's at- 
tachment reate with his mother's kin. A Kasia if asked after his father 
will often tJ1 you that he is dead, meaning only that all connection be- 
tween them has ceased. I remember once in walking with U-mung 
above mentioned, he exchanged salutatiom with a comely lam, younger 
than h i d .  On my asking, he said ahe aas bis ' Chota ma,' his 
father's present wife. 

lmme-diately connected with this system, and we may suppose origi- 
nating in it, is their strange (though not unique) law of succession. 
The son haa no claim to wcceed his father, whether it be in the chief- 
ahip or in private property. The &terSs wn has the inheritance. And 1 t&e Raja'. neglected o&pring may be a common peasant or labourer. 

I whibt he wea his couain cherished, as the heir of  hi^ father's authority 
and wealth. 

The greatest feativitier of the people are funereal ; either at the burn- 
ing of the dead, or when a I(hasia collects the mhes of his family, and 1 erects a monument in their honor. On great 6 o n a  of thin kind they 
hold a public dance for several wccessive days. The numerous perform- 
snuc~srmponrdby.namplefavtofpnkandwhLky. Thedanceis 
performed either with f m  or swords. the former, the men dance round 
and round a circle in the market place, or other open space, somewhat 

I monotondy, attitudinizing and brandishing fana. They are all clad 
in the moat brilliant finery that they possess, or can him ; richly 
embroidered outer W of broadcloth, silken turbans and dhoties, large 
bangles, heavy silver chains, and gold necklaces with plumes of down 
or peacock's feathem, and ornamental quivers. In the centre are the 
rillage maid-, they form in twos and threes, and rut to one another 
mth a comical p a  of exceedmg simplicity, which seems to be per- 
formed by raising the heeb, and twisting from aide to side, on the fore 

I 

pert of both feet, which never leave the ground. Their eyes are 
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demurely cart to the earth, or on their own fiery, and never raised for 
a moment. They too are loaded with silver chains, taesels, and armlete, 
and all wear on the head a peculiar circlet of dver, having a tall spear 
head ornament rising behind. They are swaddled in a long petticoat, 
as tight as the clothing of a mummy, with an upper garment like a 
handkerchief paseing tight under the right arm, and tied in a knot on 
the left shoulder. Waist they exhibit none, the figure being a perfect 
parallelogram. In the sword dance, the men accompanied by muiu 
and masquetry, dance and bound, c M h g  sword and dield, and utter- 
ing in c h o w  a chaunt, at ,first seemingly dietant and wpulchral, but 
gradually becoming louder and louder, till it bunts into a tremendous 
unearthly howl; then sinking to a doleful chaunt, again and again 
rising to wake the echw.  The rword, a strange weapon, is c o m p d  
of one piece of the coarsest iron, about four feet long, of which one 
third is handle, the r a t  blade. The latter haa its edge slightly convex, 
and the back drawn to a peak like the old TurW qmitar .  Ths 
handle has two gaarda. and is grasped at the lower, the hilt pus@ 
between the two middle lingers. Yet with thii uncouth weapon, M, 

uncouthly held, I have seen a goat in racrifioe cleanly beheaded a t  
a blow. 

The village children have a curioua gymnastic amusement. The 
trunk of a young tree, by a cut in the centre is 6xed on a pivot at the 
top of a poet about four feet high. Two urchins e iz i ig  opporite ends 
of the pole, run round in the same direction till they have got a proper 
impetus, an d then whirl rapidly, in turn leaping and deecending in a 
very light and graceful manner. The children also spin a regular peg- 
top, and it is irdigenour, not an importation. Another of their reasr- 
tionn is an old acquaintance $so, which we are rurprkd to meet with 
in the far East. A very tall thick bamboo in planted in the ground 
and well oiled. A silver ornament, or a few rupees, placed at the top, 
reward the rucceesful climber. 

But their favourite unuaement in the cold weather is archery. In 
the trial of drill eaoh village hm from time immemorial its established 
oompetitor, and with thii alone is the conteat carried on. The Toxo- 
philib meeting is held at each village on alternate muket &pa The 
taget is pitched at about eixty yards. It is made of an oblong pi- of 
bark, about three feet and a half high by one broad. Four or five 
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persons generally shoot at once, they draw the arrow to the ear, and 
the attitudes are often very striking, though to say the truth, tbey are 

, no Robin Hooda. The bow, the bowstring, the arrow, aaQ the quiver 
are all made from various species of the all-useful bamboo. When all 

haw shot, the arrows in tbe target are taken out, and the villagers 
n o d  r o d  the umpire aa be distributes them. As each arrow in 
recognized, the party to whieh ita owner befongs dance and leap about, 
fencing with their bows, spinning them high in air, and shouting together ' ia a d d  cadence. The riUager whose a r r m  ere in a miwrity papa a 
trifling forfeit of a few cowrie% 
They shew no very particular courtesy of bearing towards their 

Rajas. Indeed the latter do not seem to hare mueh power. They have 1 the right of allig m dl to ko arms, or md a contribution in caae 

, of war; what public revenue they have is derwed from fines, and in 
aome oases from hitling dues paid in kind by frequenters of the markets. 
The chief is the jadge, end when he calla for the attendance of any 
party as crimiaal, dekndant, or witnew, he sends aa a summons a 
piece of pork; the pig being probably charged in the beer's bill of 
costs. Fkhg is almost universal aa a punishment. Occasionally I - a -*B w w e  g d  are ~ ( ~ ~ i i s a t ~ ,  whilst heand his family 
Beme the hvea of the Raja ; and in m e  rare cases of murder, the 
crinriaal m gim over to the friends of the slain, for them to wreak their 
vmgana. The water d e a l  used to be a common mode of decision. 
Tbe opponents with much ccnmony plnnged their heads under water 

1 on o p p i t e  ddn of a mnscmted pool, and he had the right who remained 
bngest under water. I have been told that it was la& to use the 
wvicea of prectieed attomiea m this mode of trial; so that long-winded 
*eta ham as decided a prekeme in thee regions aa tw may have 
ehhere .  The lest cam of this ordeal. between parties belonging to 
Cherra Poonjee, occurred five or six yearn ago, and wan fatal to both 
phintiS and defendant. 

The I(asirs have a name for a Supreme, or at least for a chief god, 
but an usual they principally regard inferior spirits. Thcae are sup- 
pored to reaide on the tops of certain W s ,  or in rocky dells, and in 
gora an the high I d ,  to which they are beiieved to descend at night. 
Temple and idole they have none, except in certain villages of Juintia, 
nhem Kili and her Brahmii have unfottuaaeely effected a lodgment, 

4 Q 



6% &tu on the Easia: Hills, and People. [No. 152. 

probably under the patronage of the Ex-Raja, whose devotion to the 
bloody goddess coat him his kingdom. 

The people are much addicted to consulting auepices of different 
kinds, but especially by the breaking of eggs. Indeed thie latter super- 
stition is so prominent, and haa got such a faet hold of the people's 
minds, that it would seem to be the principal part of their rehgious 
practice. On all occaniom of doubt it is resorted to, and they will 
spend whole days in dashing eggs upon a board, with much wild 
chaunting and wilder geaturea, in search of a decisive or a favourable 
augury. They also constantly sacrifice goats, p i p  and oxen to propi- 
tiate the spirits. A Kasia from a dietant western village, at whose house 
I h d  once been a guest, having come.0~ business to Cherra and paid 
me a visit, he was regaled with a glaaa of brandy; befare Mi it, 
he dipped his finger four times in the glasa, Wiping a drop succeesively 
over each shoulder, and down by hi right and kft aide; on being 
asked hie meaning, he mid it was " for the name of Ood." 

A very curioue supemtition regards the boa, or some other large 
snake. It ie believed, that, if he takes up his abode with any man, 
great wealth will accrue to the howbold ; and that there are evil 
minded men who go about in eearch of whom they may day, aad cat- 
ting OE the nose, lip, ears and hair of tbeii victims, with these propi- 
tiate the serpent, and prevail on him to be their guest. And it M d i 5 d t  
to persuade a Kasia to go into the jungle alone, generally for fear of 
meeting with one of thaw villains, who are supposed to hide in all d- 
tary spots loolung aut for prey. The way in which the nerpent m 
believed to bring wealth to his votary, is after the mannw of the prophet's 
blessing on the widow. Whatever he may sell from " baeket or store. 
kail or potatoen," his stock diminishes not. One would hope to 6nd his 
ill-gotten treaswe turning to '' date stow," as wizard's gold was wont, 
but we hear nothing of thii. 

Their astronomical notiona are the rudest of the rude. The changes 
of the moon are thus accounted for. The moon (who is male, and the 
sun female, an they were in England in Saxon times) every month falls 
in love with his wife's mother, and she repelliig his addre-, throws 
ashes in his face. For the stare genetally, in days of old there wan a 
great tree; up this climbed a great multitude, and when they were 
fa~rly among the branches, another multitude came and hewed the tree. 
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Wk&re (said the narrator) all the multitude remained above, where 
they form a great bazar, and are the stars we see. The group of the 
Pki& i the only one they name, and it is called gg the Henman." Is 
it not d e d  "the chickens" in Italy ? I'hey have names for twelve 
monthe, aa follows, but their application seema eomewhat vague. 

Naiwien, UjiliG, 
Ukla-lank6t. U-naitung, 
u"-P%* U-nailar, 
U h W ,  U- nail&. 
U Y ~ Y  6% U-risau. 
Uj-bg, Nanprii. 

Smaller intern& are reckoned by village market days, which are held 
toery fourth day, a greater and a leas alternatety. They hare no weeks. 

Some of the local tradition8 are interesting. The following ia a 
pallel to the banquet of Atreus. One of tAe h e s t  water falls near 
Cherra, in the deep valley of WaumlU, is called Kano Li, or Likai's 
leap. The origin of the name was thus related to me. Once on a time 
a man of foreign race came to the hills, m k e d  a woman named Likai, 
and settled with his wife in a village north of Maumln. They had two 
children, a boy and a girL One day the woman betook hereelf to the 
forest as a e d  to cut fie-wood, in her a h c e  the father killed his two 
l i i e  children, and cooked them ; on hie wife's return, he invited her to  
feast on what he had prepared. and she did so ; he then disclosed what 
she had eaten. Then mid Likai. " It is no longer good to remain in 
thin world," and hurrying to the adjoining precipice leapt over. 

Another rock in the same neighbourhood, has its name from a erime 
which occurred during a severe famine. Two brothers sat upon its 
veqe conversing. One had jnnt p r o d  a supply of rice, the other 
wan destitute. The latter thought within himself, '' here is abundant 
food, my wife and childten am perhhbg for want," and p u b g  his 
brother from hi reat, raized his plunder, and hurried home. 

On the road h m  Cherra to Jaintia in a singular ravine, some 600 
pvdr in length, and 80 feet in depth, with d e n  remarkably even, and 
ngukrly parallel. The far end is closed by a round knoll. This. i t  is 
uid, a m  the arobery ground of three heroes of old, Ramha, Nonomp, 
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and Pangnarrop. I asked if there wexe giPrte then in aid t h e e  ? Tk 
good man answered, that he coald not &peak aa to their height, but 
tbey were " Bun mota wala," exceeding etout. 

The K.e;.. have aleo their maid of Arc, or black Agnw. She wan 

the wife of Uh. Ula waa a great warrior a t  the court of the Rsjs 
of Linkardyem, and the Raja married his aister. 

Now in thoae days there were bat twelve honseholde in Cherra, and 
the Raja of Likardyem, making war on the Raja d Cherra, drove him 
with his people to the woods, where they eat leather, and the rind of 
certain fruite. But the Rap of Linkardyem was a mvnge, .nd abused 
his wife, the sister of the brave Ula. For he placed her on a h e  of 
bambooa, and lighted a fire beneath ; and ao, being romted, she died. 
So Ula was wroth, and he went to the Raja of Cherra, and said. 
I' Make me a great man, and 1 will avenge thee on thine enemy." So 
he of Cherra agreed ; and Ula having cut off the head of the Raja of 
Linkardyem, brought it to him of Cherra, and so became firat coll~ucellor 
of the Raja. One day as Ula going forth on hia avocations, with 
others of the village, he said to Bis wife " Clothe thyself with my arms, 
and garmenta" Meantime the new Rajah of Linkardyem came againat 
Cherra with a mighty hoet of four thouaand men. Now the village 
of Chem wae well girt with paliaadee and ditches, and the wife of Uln 
went forth to the barriers in her husband'e arrlvr and clothing, the 
other women doing likewise went with her, and when the army of Lin- 
kardyem beheld the arms and the shield, they shouted in terror ' Ula 1 
Ula!' and turned their backs in flight ; for great WM their fear of 
Ula And the wives of Cherra, and the men who remained, went forth 
with the wife of Ula, and chased the Liianlyemiane, md emote tham 
eorely . 

From these twelve houeeholde come the twelve tribes which now d t  
in Cherra. My informant waa of the buae of Ub. I tell there EPlu 
ae they were told. 

About forty milee weat of Chem, not far from l.aau in the Silbct 
dietrict, a river debaucher from the mono*, marked in apt. Fhher'r 
map M the Jadukotta river. I t  ir a wide s h a b w  sbram in tbe plains. 
but from where you en@ the hilb in aacendiag, it is natarally dammed 
back so as to present for nearly ktD milm a rplendid river of the 6nt 
cla~r,  with still, deep, and dear watem, Under one of the bold preci- 
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picen which spring right from the water, to a height of many hundred 
feet, is a curiorrsly arcbed c a w  -1.y reaemblbg an upturned boat. 
and which the people name BasBanya'e ship. Who Basbanya might 
barn been, I a d d  not le~nr,  exoept that he wua one of the Deota 
Log." k t i n g  under thie vault, we witueeaed the mode of fishi.g in 
tbe river. About thirty sk.iEa forming a a i d e  dropped their large net, 
and each h o h g  a cord from if diverged in all directioes. When 
they had reached the end of their tether, they again began to oanrelge, 
uniting the water with their m e ,  beating with sticks on the gunneb, 
and howling like a hundred jackalla. Gradually they came on, ma- 
the hilb *, and hauling on their l b e  till they were formed round 
the net egaia. Then tbe resnlt b e p  to appear; as the net g r u l d y  
contracted, the whole circle became dive with hh, sod at least one 

boot wan heavily idea with the rpoil. The river muet be inexhaurti- 
ble in its suppliee, for thie operation ie repeated many times a day by 
leverrl similar companies, beaiden smaller p&. Paseing on. we 
reached about 6 or 7 milea above the plains, the largest boulder I have 
emu can, -ding into, aad overhanging the water. It ksre the 
nure d Baoul, and at a height of ten or twehe feet above the water 
h a l  M aa ald and worn Peraian inscription in large lettere. I was then 
onnoqnainted with the Pereien chorpcter, and the copy taken ass mugh 
and probably incorrect, for none of my aquaintance could decypher 
more than a word or two. It was lent to one of them for the purpose, 
and baa never been returned. Perchance it ass the record of some 
b , h d m m  adveatarer, during the early days of their Indian hiatory, 
teeking an El Dudo in thew! wild-. 

On a little d y  b e d  where a tributary joined the mmb ttream, 
rere a few huts, the e n e  of a buatling bazar of exchange between the 
Bmgakm and the Hill people. In the river's coana above thi~ dl was 
impenetrable and uninhabited thioket. Far beyond, said the Kmiaa. 
dwell a etrange rsae, who eat  en and nnaken :--an obscure rumow, 
probably of the Chumma, d o n e  tevitory oonld not be far dietant. 

KUBNAUL, 
September 4th 1844. 




